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THE LOOK ER-ON. 
NUMBER Ill, 


Were I to be angry at men for being fools, I could here find ample 
room for declamation ; but alas! I have been a fool myfelf; and why 
fhould I be angry with them for being fomething fo natural to every 
child of humanity 2 

GOLDSMITH. 


Friend of mine, a merry facetious little man, who isa meme 
ber of a @lab which afflembles one day out of the feven 
for the porpofe of reading, giving their opinions of the books 
read, and difputing on various fubjects, called on me abouta 
week fince, and knowing my intention of publifhing a periodic 
cal paper offered, as it was thea club aight with them, to intro. 
duce me to the fociety of which he was a member. ‘* You will, 
my dear Sir, (added he) meet with fome oddities among us, 
which may, well applied, furnifh you with materials tor an agree- 
able and entertaining paper.” Having nothing particalar to 
engage me that evening, I accordingly, after putting on my beit 
wig, and chocolate coat with buttons of the fame, accompanied 
my friend to the tavern where the meetings of the fociety were 
held. We were ufhered, (on our arrival) by the waiter into a 
{pacious room, in the middle of which itood a large table covereg 
with bottles, glaffes, decanters, rammers, mugs, &c it being jn 
the option of every member to call for what drink fuited him beg, 
Vou, XIV. «58. 3 M At 
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Atthe uppermoft feat in this Chriftian fynagogue prefided a 
tall thia figure of a man, to whom as the Prefident my friend 
introcuced me; telling him **I was a gentleman of his ace 
quaintance, a learned man, an 1a creat writer, who had come to 

i > pleafure of being edi hed by the difcourfes and 
opinions of the f ciety.” T! he Prefident immediately rofe from 
his chair, and after thanking me for the honour of the vilit, 
faid, adcrefling himfelf to the company, ‘* that as he fuppofed 
none of the members would have any objettion at my being 
permitred to flay the evening, he fhould take the liberty of 
placing me at his right hand :” which, after a complimentary 
bow on my part, he accordingly did. 

As our cutrance, and the compliments exchanged had inter. 
t ’¢ company in their difcourle, we were no fooner 
feated, thaa the Prefident addreffed himfelf to a thort, thick, 
fiery-faced man who “fat at his left elbow, (and who I afters 
wards found was a retailer of {mall wares) and defired him to 
go on with his {peech 3 w he ee after two or three in 











> 
trocuciory hems, and a large ipaug ht trom bis meg, thus began: 
—** Defides all the other evils, which I have already enume- 
rated as‘{prirging from ghe condua cf the prefent minifer ; 
gentlemen mult sgree with me, that the new duties on {naff and 
tcbaceo will be found not only ufelefs to government but prejue 





il tothe feller ; they will be found troublefome and ex- 
perfive, without enriching any one but the colleors, There is 
another evti alfo arifing from the aforefaid duties, namely, the 
experce which every one muit be at in order to fornith himielf 
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with the power of vending thele commodities ; 1 mean the 
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the difcourfe railed, with much warmth of ftile, againft the Eng- 
lih government in general, as procuStive of numberle evils : 
* The Parliaments (he infilted) were the mot rotten part of 
the conftitution, being founded in bribery and corruption ; the 
nobility moftly flaves to every fathionable vice ; and the greateft 
part of the nation immerfed in all] manner of difipation and 
immorality.” The two former difputants, hearing their native 
country fo terribly abufed, now pocketed their controverfy, and 
jointly attacked this foreign innovator, 

The difpute now became warmer and warmer, much ill Jan- 
guage pafled on both fides, and the debate grew fo hot, that 
though the Prefident continued bawling, “ To order—To 
order,” neither fide attended. From words (fo eafy is the 
traniition) they came to blows; and each member taking the 
part of one or other of the difputants, the combat became 
general. —Afraid what confeqeences might follow fiom fuchan 
univerfal uproar, I caught up my hat and cane, and was glad to 
make a precipitate retreat from the {cene of action. 





Rules for the Prefervation of the Sight. 


[From “ An Effay on Vifion, by George Adams, Mathematical Ine 
flruament Maker to his Majelly,” &c. 


HOUGH it may be impoflibie to prevent the abfolute 
decay of fight, whether arifing from age, partial dileaie, 
or illnefs, yet by prudence and good management, its natural 
failure may coo ly be retarded, and the general nabit of the 
eyes flrengthened, which good purpofes wiil be pro:noted by a 


proper attention to the follo wing maxims. 
+ 





1. Never to fit for aay length of time in abfolute gloom, or 
expofed to a blaze of light. The reafors on which tiis rule is 
founded, prove the impropriety of going haittily from one ex 
treme to the other, whether of darknels or of light, and thew 
us, that a fouthera afpect is improper for thofe whole fight is 
weak and tender. 

2. Tcavoid reading a finall print. 


3- Notto read in the dofk; nor, if the eyes be lifordered, 
am candle-light. Happy thofe who learn this leflon betimes, 





d begin to preferve their fight, before they are remiaded by 
ne of the neceflity of {paring them ; the frivolous attention 
toa quarter of an hour of the evening, has coil numbers the 
periect and comfortable ule of their eyes for many years 3 the 
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mifchief is effected imperceptibly, the confeqacnces are infe- 
parable. 

4+ Theeye thould not be permitted to dwell on glaring ob- 
jeQs, more particolarly on firft waking in 4 morning ; the fun 
fhou!d not of courfe be fuffered to thine in the room at that 
time, and a moderate quantity of light only be admitted. It is 
eafy to fee, thatfor the fame reafons, the furniture of a bed 
fhould be neither altogether of a white or red colour ; indeed, 
thofe whofe eyesare weak, would find confiderable advantage 
in having green for the furniture of their bed-chamber, Na- 
tureconfirms the propriety of the advice given in this rule; 
for the light of the day comes on by flow degrees, and green is 
the aniverfal colour the prefents to our eyes. 

5. The long-fighted fhou!d accuftom themfelves to read with 
rather lefs light, and fomewhat nearer to the eye than what 
they naturally like ; while thofe that are fhort-fighted, thould 
rather ufe themielves to read with the book as far off as poflible, 
By this means, both would improve and ftrengthen their 
fight ; while a contrary courfe will increafe its natural imper- 
fe&tions. 

There is nothing which preferves the fight longer, than al- 
ways ufing, both in reading and writing, that moderate degree 
of light which is beft fuited to the eye; too little ftrains them, 
too great a quantity dazzles and confoundsthem. Theeyes 
are lefs hurt by want of light, than by the excefs of it; too 
little light never does any harm, volefs they are flrained by ef- 
Jorts to fee obje&ts, to which the degree of light is inadequate ; 
bui too preata quantity has, by its own power, deftroyed the 
fight. ‘Thus many have brought on themfelves a cataract, by 
frequently looking at the fun, ora fire ; others have loft their 
fight by being brought too fuddenly from an extreme of dark- 

nefs intothe blaze of day. How dangerous the looking opoa 
brigh: luminous objects is to the fighs, is evident from 115 effects 
in thoie countries which are covered the greater partof the 
year with foow, where blindnefs is exceeding frequent, and 
where the traveller is obliged to cover his eyes with crape, to 
prevent the dangerous, and often fudden effets of too mach 
light: even the untutored favage tries to avoid the danger, by 
framing a little wooden cafe for his eyes, with only two narrow 
flits. A momentary gaze at the fun, will, for a time, unfit the 
eyes for vifion, and render them infenfidle to impreffions of a 
milder nature. 

The following cafes frora a fmal! tra&t on the * Fabric of the 

Rye,” arc fo applicable tothe prefeot article, as to want co 

ipology fer their infection here 3 thoughif any were neceflary, 
the 
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the ofe they will probably beof to thofe whofe complaints arife 
from tie fame or fimilar caufes, woulc, | prefume, be more than 
fuficient. 

*¢ A lady from the country, coming to refidein St. James’se 
fquare, was afflicted with a pain ia hereye, and a decay of fights 
She could not look upon tne ftones, when the fan fhone ajsoa 
them, without great pain. This, which fhe thought was one 
of the fymptoms of her diforder, was the real caufe of it. Her 
eyes, which had been accultomed to the verdure of tie coun 
try, and the green of the pafture grounds before her houle, 
could not bear the violent and unnatural glare of light ree 
fleéted from the ftones; fhe was advifed to place a number of 
{mall orange trees in the windows, fo that their tops might hide 
the pavewenrt, and bein aline with thegrafs. She recovered 
by this ample change in the light, without the afliitance of any 
medicine ; though hereyes were before on the verge of little 
lefs than blindnefs, 

*¢ Agentleman of the law hat bis lodgings in Pall-mal!, oa 
the north fide ; bis front windo vs were expoicd to the full nooa 
fan, while the back room, having 10 o9euing, but isto a {mall 
clofe yard, furrounded with bigh wails, was very dark; he 
wrote.in the bick room, and uled to come from that iato the 
fron: to breakfaft, &c. His fight grew weak, and he hada 
conftant pain in the balls of his eyes 5 he tried vitual giafles, 
and {poke with oculifts, equally in vain. Being loon convinced, 
thatthe coming fuddeaty out of his dufky thudy, into the full 
blaze of fun-thine, and that very often in the day, nad beca 
the real caufe of his diforder, he took aew lodgings, by which, 
and forbearing to write by candie lignt, he was very fooa 
cored,” 

Blindnefs, or at leat miferable weaknefles of fight, are often 
brought on by thefe unfulpetted caufes, ‘Thofe wno have weak 
eyes, fhould therefore be particularly attentive to fuch circume 
flances, fince prevention is eafy, but the care may be dillicult, 
and foinetimes impracticable, 

I hope [ thall ot be thought to have ftepped improperly out 
of the line of my profeffion, in recommending the following 
remedy, when a decay or weaknefs of fight co nes on earlier 
than might reafonably be expected, and without any difeafe, 
Or other apparent caule ; if itdoes not anfwer the purpole, no 
Wi will attend tre ale of it, Pot two ounces of rofemary 
leaves into a bottle, with a pint of brandy, fhake it once or 
twice a day; let this ftand three days, then frain it off ; mix 
atea {poontul of the clear tin@ure with four tea fpooafuls of 
warm water, and wath the infide of the eye with it every night, 
moving 
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0 about the eye-lids, that fome of it may pet perfelp 
- berween the lid and tie eye. By degrees put lefs ard lefs 

water to the tingture, ill at length a tea fpoonful of each may 
be mixed for ofe. 

Whatfoever care, however, be taken, and though every prea 
caution be attended to with fcrupulous exactnefs ; yet, as we 
advance in years, the powers of our frame gradually decay, an 
effect which is generally firft perceived in the organs of vifion. 

Age is, however, by no means an abfolute criterion, by 
which we can decide upon the fight, nor will it prove the nee 
ceility of wearing fpectacles. For, on the one hand, there are 
many whofe fight is preferved in allits vigour, to aa advanced 
old age ; while, on the other, it may be impaired in youth by 
a variety of caufes, or be vitiated by internal maladies ; nor is 
the defe& either the fame in different perfons of the fame age, 
er in the fame — at different ages ; in fome the failure is 
natural, in others it is acquired, 

From whatever c: rafes this deeay arifes, an attentive confi- 
Ceration of the following rules, will enable every one to judge 
for themfelves, when their fight may be affiited or preferved by 
the ufe of fpettacles. 

- When we are obliged to remove fmall objects to a cons 
rable diftance from the eye, in order to fee them diftinély. 

. ff we find ie neceffary to get more light than formerly 5 
intlance, to place the candle betweea the eye and the 


fid 


5 


| 
Cc 
2 
2 
ic 


or 
ect, 
. If on looking at, and attentively confi Jering anear obje& 
it becomes confuied, and appears to have akind of milt betors 
it. 
4. When the letters of a book run one into the other, and 
appear double and treble. 

5. If the on are io fatigued by a little exercife, that w 
biiged to fhut them from time to time, and relieve then by 
ry at different objects. 

hen all theie circumftances tone 
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the foregoing inconveniences, as it would be foraman in 
health to ufe crutches to fave his legs. But tho’e who feel thoie 
inconveniences, fhould imm diately take to fpeCtacles, which, 
by enabling them to fee objects nearer, and by facilitating the 
voion of the rays of light onthe retina, will fepport and pre- 
ferve the fight. 

When the eye fenfibly flattens, al] one is dangerous ; and 
the longer thofe who feel the want of affiftance, defer the ale 
of ff ——. the more they will increafe the failare of the eyes 
there are too many who procraftinate the ul fe of them, till at lat 
they are obliged to ufe glaffes of ten or twelve inches focas, 
inftead of thofe of 3 36 or 40, which would otherwife have fuited 
them ; thus preferring areal evil, to avoid one that is imagie 
nary. Mr. Thomin mentions feveral deplorable cafes of this 
kind, particularly one of a lady, who, through falfe fhame, had 
abftained from wearing fpefacles fo long a time, that at laf 
it was impoflible to fuit her, but with thofe adapted to eyes 
that have been couched. Whereas the inftances are numerous 
of thofe who, by ufing gla ffes of along focus at the firft ap- 
proaches of long-fi; ghtednefs, have brought back their eyes to 
their natural fight, “and been able to lay afide their fpectacles 
for years, 

Thefe confiderations point out clearly the advantages that 
may be obtained by a proper choice of {pectacles on firlt wear- 
ing them, and the importance of making fuch a choice 5 as 
the eye will endeavour to comform itfelf to any improper focus, 
and thus be brought into a ftate of extreme age, at a muck 
earlic cr pe riod than would have happened, had they been fuited 
with judgment. There are very few cpticians bat what mu 
have feen infta f thofe, who, by habituating their eycs to 
too fhort a focus, or too greata magnifying power, have 
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commen priest with eafe, ata period when, without affifance, 
he could hardly diftinguifh one letter from another, 

In proportion as the eye flattens, g!afles of greater convexity 
are to be wfed ; bet flit] we fhould be careful not to go too far : 
for if they magnify tco much, they wili fatigue theeye. The 
moft certain criterion of their being too old for the a@eaal ftate 
of the fight, is our being cbliged to bring the obje@& we look at 
through them nearer the eye than the common difance of 
@ifin& vifon, All gleffes that caufe us to depart much on 
either fide from the limits of diftin® vifion, may be confidered 
zs ill adapted, and prejudicial to the fight. 

Thofe who are careful in following a regular gradation, may 

preferve their eyes to the lateft period of old age, and even then 
be able to enjov the comiorts and pleafures that arife from 
ciflinG vifion. Do not, therefore, precipitate thefe changes, 
left you fhould abforb too foon the rcfources of art, and not be 
eable to find {pe€tac'es of {ufficient power to relieve the eye, 
One precaution more is neceffary: by no means put on any 
fpeftacies but your own ; for taking up, and wearing glaffes 
different from thofe to which your eye is accommodated, hes 
the fame ill effet as trying a variety at an optician’s fhop; 
this variety fatigues and difterbs the fights all irregularity is 
injuriows,and much of the prefervation of the fight depends 
upon keeping it uniferm, as well with regard to the glailes, as 
the degrees of light, 

There are many who find the effe& of candle-light fo dif- 
ferent from the porer light of day, that they are obliged to ufe 
fpectacles by night, though they can do very well without them 
inthe day. Thefe, when the eye has become more flat, will 


find it advifeable to have two pair of fpettacles, one to ufe by 
day, the other, magnifying fomew hat more, appropriated tor 
the night; by this means, neerly the fame quantity of light 


y be brought :o aét upon the retiva at one time as the other ; 


ve 


hus the eyes will be lefs fatigued, and longer maintain natural 
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moral obfervation, Liberty, that had been, forced to.take thelter 
in the extremities of the earth, returns and raifes her ftandard 
inthe very centre of the civilifed world, whence the will ex- 
tend her dominion and influence to nations that now lic under 
darknefs and the fhadowof death. Thethrone of freedom be- 
ing once eftablifhed, the government of France will become 
ftronger than itewer was, for any length of time, in the reiga 
of defpotifm, and the genius of the people fill more ardent and 
enrerprifing. The chain of authority is frongeft when it is 
volantary. In forced obedience there is a principle of difcon- 
tent and refiftance, which only waits for an opportunity of ine 
novations ‘There is another way in which freedom ftrengthens 
the authority of government. By encouraging indultry it mule 
tiplies the public refources ; it affords 2 fand of credit; and the 
means of taxation. 


FURTHER SPECULATIONS. 


The French nation are by nature lively, brave, and ative. 
Though they have laboured under tyranny fora period of two 
hundred years,. onder an arbitrary government, they are en- 
dowed by nature with the independent fpirit, or, in their owa 
language, with the fierte of republicans. The Datch, on the 
contrary, though chance has given them a republican form of 
government, are more tame and fubmiffive by nature, and lefs 
fenfible of the perfonal dignity and rights of human nature, 
That people, driven to defpair by the oppreffion of the Spaniards, 
fooght for liberty, not {o much from a defire of being their 
own matters, as froma fenie of the hardihips of flavery. They 
would never have di(puted the defpotic power of Philip the See 
cond if he had wielded his fceptre with as gentle a fway as 
Louis the Sixteenth of France. ‘They were not diflatished with 
their political fituation ; they did not complain that they were 
excluded from all fhareia the legiflation ; in a word, they en- 
vied not the fupreme and uncontrolled power of the monarch ; 
but they dreaded his rapacity. The hiitory of the republic, 
fubfequent to its emancipation from the Spanifh yoke, proves 
thefame faét. Psince Maurice was foon tound to have more 
humerous pariifans than Barnevelc, _who, hke a wife and good 
Patriot, was as anxious <o preierve internal freedom as forciga 
independence : and there have been only a tew occafions on 
which the great body of the people in the Seven United Pro- 
vinces have not thewn a di/pontioa to throw themelves into 
the arms, and to adore the family of Orange. On the whole, 
the phlegmatic temper of the Dutch is naturally adaptec to @ 
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monarchical ; the ardour of the French naturally inclines toa 
free and popular form of goverament. 


INFERENCE, 


The inference intended to bedrawn from this contest be- 
tween the Dotch and French charatter is, that if the poffeffion 
of civil, and a fmall thare of political liberty bas advanced 
the Seven United Provinces to a very high pitch of prof- 
perity and power, what may not be expected from the Preach 
nation, when a quick and attive conftitution of nature is fimu- 
lated by the mot perfeét civil, and a large portion. of political li. 
berty, and direfted in its efforts by a degree of knowledge an. 
known {0 all former ages ? 

Bat here ic wili no doubt be obferved by an intelligent mind, 
that the iffee of the prefent commotions in France is, as yet, 
uncertain. This mof indecd be allowed. But in whatever manner 
it may terminate, it will for certain be favourable in onede- 
gree or other, to freedom. It may happen, it probably will 
happen, that a new conftication cannot ‘be framed and firmly 
eftablithed on any of thofe models of abftra& perfeétion which 
to the metaphyfical genius of France are objeéts of fuch fond 
contemplation, The monarchical fpirit matt fill be mixed, 
perhaps it may, after various vitiffitudes, even take the lead 
as formerly, in the affairs of the nation. But it will, beyond 
all doubt, be tempered and reftrained by fundry checks, dittated 
by aregard tothe natoral rights of the people. . Experience, 
porchafed by a tong train of calamities, convinced the Englith 
nation how impracticable it wasto eftablith a commonwealth 
in a country that -had at all times been ander monarchical go- 
veroment. The King was reftored; buta ftrong and violent 
proteft had been taken in favoor of the rights of mea, The 
dorines of tyranny were exploded. ‘The King, even without 
that formal declaration of rights, which was afterwards made 

on the acceflion of William the Third, paid refpect to the fen- 
timents of a people that had proved both their difpofition and 
power to refit oppreifion, ‘Though a great variety of opinions, 
and contrariety of interefts, prolong debate in the National Al- 
fembly of France ; though fome of the members, wearied of 
conteitation, and difguftec ar practices which they conceive to 
be founded in views hottile tothe public welfare, court a tempos 
rary ceffation from trouble in retirement ; the general efforts of 
fo animated, fo great, and fo enlightened anation, will not 
prove wholly abortive. ‘The light of prevailing truth is not {0 
eafily cbfcured, nor the fame of liberty extinguilhed. ‘The pa- 
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triots of France have given ample pledges of their fincerity, 
and their determined refolution to perfevere tothe end, Vo- 
luntary contritutions to the relief of the ftate were very general 
before a requifition was made from individuals of ‘the fourth 
part, for one year, of their annual income. Had not a general 
enthofiafm prevailed for freedom and national profperity and 
grandeur, a demand of this fourth part would never have been 
conceived ; or, if conceived, it wouid never have. been made ; 
or; if made, mever have been granted. That it was fuggetted, 
propofed, and fo readily agreed to, is a proof that the public 
‘fpirit of France has rifen toa glorious pitch of elev;tion ; and 
that it will foar above al] obftacles that may be oppofed to its 
progrefs and purpofes, either from the particalar interefts of in- 
dividuals, of bodies of men, or the latent claims of royal pre- 
sogative, We have already had occafien to remark, in a former 
number of this fpecelation, how quickly a change may be pro- 
duced in the temper and tone of a nation, In the reign of 
Louis the Thirteenth it was ufual for the military gentlemen of 
France to declare that both their fortunes and lives were at the 
devotion of the Kieg. In the reign of Lowis theSixteeoth they 
have transferred their devotion from a King of fieth and blood, 
to a government, that, as yet, exifts only in idea, The ladies 
too, nuns and abbeffes, as well as others, have joiaed, with all 
the enthufiafm of their fex, in the general voice for freedom. 
The jewels that formerly adorned the court of Verfailles, are 
confecrated now to the {tern virtue of a republic. The French 
matrons difpofe of all fecondary ornaments that they may obtaia 
the pearl of great price ; liberty for thzir country, and for them- 
felves a fair and lating renown. The cherch too, though na- 
tarally more apt to receive than to give, have, in feveral in- 
ftances, made a voluntery tender of the gold and filver farnicure 
of their churches. The National Affembly have accepted their 
donation, and improved on the hint, They faw in the treafures 
of the church a very feafonable {apply to the exigencies of the 
ftate, and called, in the hour of diitveis, for ker bietling. Here 
we fhall take an opportaaity of obferving how naturally the gee 
nius of a nation is intufed into their language, and even incore 
porated into their forms of procedure in public bufineis. The 
States General invited the archbifhops, bithops, abbots, reStors, 
and vicars, in the Gallican chorch—not to a dinner or other 
entertainment, as one unaccuftomed to the refined politencis of 
France might be apt to expect—invited them not toa public 
dinner ; but to furrender their own plates. Invitations of this 
kind are not vauiual, either with the Eoglifh minitters, or the 
colle@ors on FiachleyeCommon and Hounflow-Heath, The 
3N2 Eoglith 




















THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





468 


Englith nation will have arrived at a high degfee of refinement 
when foch inviting phrafeology is introduced into the proceed. 
ings of parliament and the courts of juftice. 


AFFAIR AT VERSAILLES. 


The late attempt of the officers of the French King’s body 
guard to revive in the army a paffion for the perfonal interefs 
and glory of the monarch, whether it was premeditated or ac- 
cidental, may be confidered as a fecond and decifive crifis in the 
French conftitution. Had no fuch attempt been made, the 
loyalifts might have imagined, as it is natural for men to mag- 
nify the number of their own friends and partizans, that the 
nation had been taken by furprife by a Parifian mob, and that 
the bulk of the nation, and particularly of the army, were on 
the fide of monarchy, What happened at Verfailles, on the ar- 
rival of the regiment of Flanders, has founded, as it were, the 
temper of the army, and the kingdom in general. ‘The guards 
reje€t the national cockade, and fupply its place with that of 
the King. ‘This a&, with other expreffions of devotion to their 
fovercign, is confidered by the Parifians as treafon againtt the 
nation. The Gardes de Corps are attacked. ‘The regiment 
of Flanders clab their arms, ‘The Swifs guards are motionless. 
The popular caufe isa fecond time triumphant. The King 
and royal family are carried into the very heart of Paris, pailive 
inflruments in the hands of the nation ; who have now nothing 
to fear but the impatience of the people, and internal contells 
and diffenfions. We fhall now take ourleave of France, where 
incident fucceeds incident:in fuch rapid fucceflion, and all things 
are in fuch fluétuatiog, for a longer interval thao that of one 
month ; as a longer interval feems to be in reality neceflary 
for the ufeful purpofes of this fpeculation, which aims not 
only to touch on the principal events of the times, but to 
conneé&t them with general principles, and the viciffitudes in 
public opinion which governs the world, 


GENERAL INFLUENCE OF THE REVOLUTION IN 
FRANCE, 

In the prefent commotions in France, and the manner in 
which they thall terminate, all nations of the earth are, in lome 
meafure, but all European nations, very nearly interelted ; and 
that, not only in reipect of the ulual competitions among 
nations, in warlike ambition and commercial advantage, but in 
refpect of the common caufe cf humanity and juttice. The 
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of right incréafed, the more refpectable the jury and the more 
authoritative ‘the tribunal to which men and nations have it in 
their power to appeal. Sach defpots as the Emperor and the 
King of Spain have already begun to think tiat cnev are fituated 
ina bad neighbourhood. They endeavour to check the cone 
tagious influence of liberty as much as they can, by prohibiting 
the importation of Englih newfpapers. Bat it is difficult, ine 
deed, to oppofe the power of jultice and progreffive knowledge. 
The well of trath is continually fending forth ftreams which, 
colle&ted into one bed, form 2 current that overbears and fweeps 
away the artificial obftruétions of ignorance and error. Evea 
phyfical inventions, fince ingenious mechanifm is oppofed with 
fuccefs to. bratal force, promote the intereit of humanity and 
moral re&titude. Without the aid of human: carriers, who 
might dread the vengeance of a tyrant, the productions of the 
prefs might be wafted in balloons by the wind into the mot 
centrical parts of Spsin and Germany ; and thus, in {pite of 
the iron hand of power, 


Virum vclitare per ora. 
EMPEROR OF GERMANY. 


The late victory cbtained in the Emperor’s abfence, which 
has been ufual!y aufpicious to his fuccels, wil! encourage him 
no doubt to perfevere in hollilities againft che Turks and his 
own fubje&ts in the Netherlands, The Turks might weary out 
the utmoft efforts of the Aultrians and Ruffians, and indeed of 
almoft all Chrifiian Europe, if they would aét only on the de- 
fenfive, feize the ftrongelt ground, drive the country before the 
enemy, cut off foraging parties and outpofts, intercept convoys, 
and uniformly avoid ail decilive engagements. This mode, 
no doubt, and all proper and feafonable advice, will be given to 
them from time to time by Colonel Fullarton, who has dife 
played his military capacity in the late war io [ndia, and who is 
at prefent a volunteer in the Tarkith army, and in high credir, 
it is faid, at the court of the Grand Signior, ‘This plan of 
operations will doubtlefs be urged by the Colonel and other 
European officers in the fervice ot the Porte ; but how to dif 
pofe the ardent and fanatical muffulmen to liften co fuch falatary 
advice is the quettion, 


AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS, 


With regard to the Flemings, and particularly the Brabanters, 
they have degenerated exceedingly from the virtuc of their 
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Belgie anceftors, Their genius, for fome years paft, has not 
been who!ly unlike that of their maier ; great in words and 
defigns, but loling often the proper feafon of action ; lofy 
avhen unoppofed, bat tratteble when vigoronily refed. 


THE NORTHERN POWERS. 


In the courte of thefe laft 40 years a tranfpofition has takea 
place io the balance of Europe; or, in other words, a change 
am the ailiances and affeCtiops of fates towards one another, 
Formerly there was a political friendthip, or joint interctt, be- 
tween Great-Britain, the Imperialifts, the Daoes, and the Raf- 
fans ; now Great-Britain is in alliance and friendthip with the 
Pruffians, the enemies of the Imperialifts ; and with the Swedes, 
rhe enemies of both Danes and Ruffians. This revolution the 
Englith nation may too probably have reafon one day to regret. 
The alienation of the Emperor from England, and the clofe 
corzefpondence and connexion which he formed many years ago 
with the court of Verfailles, are generally afcribed to certain 
perfonal animofities that onfortonately took place between aa 
Jmperial and a Britifh minifter. The mutual coldnefs and dif 
affetion that prevail between the courts of London and Peter!- 
burgh, and which begin to fobfift between the courts of London 
and that of Copenhagen, are fowaded partly perhaps in refent- 
ment (which never ought to enter at all into politics), as far as 
Roffia is concerned 3 but certainly, with regard to both Roflia 
and Denmark, in political views, the folidity of which may 
well be queftioned. The Danes had long been our faithful 
allies and cordial friends. In the American war they were 
friendly, and of real fervice to England, who were deferted by 
all the werld befides, They never carried naval ftores to our 
enemies, though the opportunity of gain was tempting ; but 
they furnithed to our navy 27,000 hardy and experienced fea- 
men. A conjundture arifcs in which the court of Denmark 
thinks it jult, as well as politically expedient, to fulfil the terms 
of a treaty formed about 10 years ago wath that of Peterfburgh, 
by furnishing the fipulated guota of troops to her auxilliaries 
attacked by Sweden. The court of London interpofes, and, 
with the afiilance of Pruffia, obliges the Danes, in the mot 
humiliating manncr, to withdraw their troops from the Swedifh 
territories, and to acknowledge, ia the face of Europe, that they 
are not at liberty to perform their engagements to their allies. 
‘This ftlep, on the part of Great. Britain, is unfortunate in two 
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Firft, fe-thews to the world the contempt in which they hold 
the mot folemn treaties. If we were of opinion that x was 
againft our interéf-that any alliancé fHould be formed between 
Roffia and Denmark, why did we not (for we were well aware 
when it was in agitation) prevent it. ‘To negle this alliance 
in its formation, bat to render it null when the conditions of it 
were on the poiot of being carried into execation ;—=this is the 
height of infolence to our Danith friends, and the mot marked 
contempt of all political engagements. 

Secondly, It cannot fail to excite refentment in the breafts of 
both the Danes and Roffians ; the difadvantages to be appre= 
hended from which it is too eafy toconjeSture. And, for whofe 
fake have we facrificed or endangered peace and friendly come 
merce with Ruflia and Denmark? For the fake of the Swedes, 
who keep a fteady eye on the poffeffion of Norway ; and of 
the Pruffians, who will never reft, if not refifted, until, either by 
conqueft or by exchange, they obtain poffeflion of Livonia. 
Now, Norway in the hands of Sweden, and Livonia in thofe of 


. Proffia, would in the iffue annihilate the commerce of Denmark, 


and exclude Great-Britain from that of the Baltic, But the 
further difcaffion of this important point we leave to a future 
fpeculation. . 





The famous American Receipt for the Rheumatifine 


AKE of garlic two cloves, of gum ammoniac one drachm ; 

blend them by bruifing them together ; make them inate 

two or three bolaffes with fair water, and {wallow them, one at 

night, and one in the morning ; drink while taking this recipe 

faflafras tea, made very ftrong, fo as to have the tea-pot filled 

with chips, ‘This is generally found to banith the rhematiim, 
and even coatractions of the joints, ia a few times taking. 





Genuine Anecdote of the late King of Pruffiae 


HE King, in furveying, one evening, fome of the ad- 
vanced pofts of his camp, difcovered a foldier endea- 
vouring to pais the centinel. His Majefty ttopped him, and 
infited on knowing where he was going. Truly, anfwered 
the feliow, your Majefty has been fo worfted in all your attempts, 
that I wae going to defert.”—** Were you, anfwered the Mo- 
narcheremain here but one week longer, and if fortune docs 
mot mend in that time, [ll defert with you.” 
Account 
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Account of Msfs Dorothy Schlozer, a celebrated learned 
Lady in his Majefty’s Hanoverian Dominions, who was 
thought worthy of the highef? academical Honours in the 
Univerfity of Gottingen at the grand Fubilee in the 
Year 4787. 


Lewis Schlozer, Profeffor of Philofophy in the oniverfity 
of Gottingen, and well’ known as an an able politician and 
hiftotian. She wae torn Augoft 10, 1770, and in her earlieg 
years difcovered an uncommon fhare of underltanding, which 
has been fi.ce improved by extraordinary application, Her 
father, encouraged perhaps by the faccefs he met with in the 
care of the education of his prefent lady, whom he inftra@ed 
when only eight years old, has had the fole direction of her 
ftudies, The progsefs the made in her infancy was very rapid. 
She foon learned to articulate, and at the age of two years and 
eight months was taught Low German, a language almof 
foreign to her own, and plain needle-work. Soon afterwards 
fhe began French, not by burthening her infant-miud with 
grammar rules, but by habituating her to converfe with a fe- 
male fervant, s native of France, whom her mother engaged 
for that purpoie. 

In ker fitch year the was taught to read German in its pre- 
fent purity, by books compofed for her amufement by her fa- 
ther 5; fuch as defcriptions of her excurfionsin the country, &c. 
by which her memory was refrethed by objets which the idea of 
the pleafore fhe had before derived from them rendered ine 
terefling, When fhewas only five years and a quarter old, 
fhe received fome Ieflcns in geometry. ‘This was deviating from 
the ufual way of commencing with arithmetick ; but her father 
wifhed to try the experiment, and fucceeded fo well, thatina 
fortnight’s time, before fhe had received ten leffons, fhe was 
able to anfwer very difficult queitions. 

Her progreis in the acquirement of modern languages was 
really aftonifhing. She foon learned both to read-and ipeak 
Englith, Italian, Swedifh, and Dutch. Her knowle<ge of the 
J:alian was confiderably promoted by a journey which fhe an- 
certook in her twelfth year with her totherto Rame, She was 
rot fufficiently acquainted with the language at frit to converle 
fluently ; but this difficulty was foon vaaquithed ; for the Pro- 
jcifor obliged her at all the inus on the road to talk with the 
prople of the boufe, or play with the children,—This com- 
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bear to hear her playmates ridicule her pronurciation; bot the 
advantare fhe derived amply compenfated, for in lefs than five 
months fhe was able to talk Italian as Auenily as her native 
tongue ; and on her return through Swiflerland and Strafbourg 
fhe had the fame opportunity of {peaking French. 

Before fhe was twelve years old fhe began to learn Latin: 

nd, about a year and a half afterwards, the rudiments of 
Greek. She may now jattly be called a good claffical icholar. 
She has read the beft authors ; and fome of her Latin verfes are 
fuch as would not difgrace a prize poem at a public fchool in 
England,—Befides her knowledge of languages, the has applied 
them to their proper ufe, and made herfelf acquainted with al- 
moft every branch of polite literature. Her father has not 
confined her tothe fludy of any fcience in particular, but the 
has been Jed by choice to pay the greateft attention to mathee 
maticks.—-Miis Schlozer is perhaps the firft lady who has made 
any great proficiency in mineralogy. In this fhe wasat firft 
inftruéted by the ingenious Profeflor Gmelin ; and afterwards 
applied herfelf to it with unwearied induftry during a refidence 
of fix weeks in the Nartz Foreft, whe-e the vifited the deepeft 
mines in the commen habit of a labourer, and examined the 
whole procefs of the work. 

It might be naturally fuppofed, that fo {cientific a lady would 
be pedantic in her manner, flovenly in her drefs, in fhort, above 
attending to what are ufually efeemed accomplifiments in the 
hombler walks cf life ; th«t though the may be fkilled perhaps 
in the Art of Cookery of Apicius, the is ignorant of the daties 
of domefic life, and, inflead of conforming to the modern tafte 
in drefs, attires herfelf in imitation of fome antique ttatue: 
Mils Schiozer is quite reverfe. Though ce'ebraiei for her 
erudition, fhe does not neglect what are eieemed the firft female 
accomplifhments. She plays upon the harpfichord, and fings 
with as much tafle as fhe draws and works. Her perfon is 
plesfing, and her drefs as unaftectedly eafy as her deportment, 
Her knowledge of hiflory, and other literary acquiréments, 
render her very agreeable in company, for the has too much 
good. nature to be referved, and too much fente to be prefuming. 
She rides remarkably well ; and at the balls, where fhe is feldom 
abient, the gentlemen of the univeifity are always ambitious of 
her hand, 

Her forprifing talents and accompi.fhments becoming the 
géneral topi¢ of converiation, the was propofec by the great 
Orientaliil Michaelis as a proper {abject tor academical hosvurs, 
The Pasilofophical Faculty, of which Profetiar Michaelis is 
Dean, was jusged to be the fittelt, and the 25th of Augult was 
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fixed upon, at her own requeft, for her examination. Public 
difputations, and other univerfity exercifes unfuited to female 
difidence, were agreed to be difpenfed with ; and the exami= 
nation was held at the Dean’s houfe, in the prefence of the 
Profeffors Kaeftner, Neyne, Gatterer, Meifter, Feder, and 
Kulenkamp. She was introduced by Michaelis himfelf, and 
diftinguifhed as a lady with the higheft fear. Several queftions 
were firft propofed to her in mathematicks, all of which the 
anfwered to their fatisfa€tion. After this fhe gave a free 
tranflation of the thirty-feventh Ode of the firft book of Horace, 
and explained it.—She was then examined in mineralogy, and 
gave a regular account of the procefs of the metal, from its 
difcovery in the mine till it is refined and coined.——Her calcu. 
lations were always juft, and founded not in a fuperficial bat a 
thorough knowledge of the fubje&. One of the profeflots proe 
pofed a difficult queftion in architecture. She acknowledged 
that fhe had not made architeéture her ftudy, but anfwered him 
with great accuracy, and produced inftances of what the afferted 
from St. Peter’s at Rome and the buildings the had obferved at 
Florence. 

This examination lafted from five o’clock till half paft feven, 
when fhe was defired to withdraw for a few minutes, and in her 
abfence unanimoufly pronounced worthy of the degree of 
Dogtor of Philofophy. When the was defired to return, and 
received the congratulations of her examiners, fhe thanked them 
for the honour, and told them, that fhe feared it was conferred 
too early ; but that the hoped to be deferving of it in five years 
time. 

As {con as fhe was declared fuccefsful, Mifs Michaelis, one of 
the Profeffor’s daughters, prefented her with a wreath of laurel, 
with which, at the sequeft of the Profeflors, the returned 
crowned to her father. By her father’s defirc, the was dreffed 
in the habit of a bride, and, thoegh now devoted to literature, 
it is to be hoped, for the good of fome deferving man, the will 
one day or other again appear in the fame character to as great 
advantage. Her degree was publicly conferred in tie Univerfity 
chorch 3 and her dip!oma prefented to her on the grand day of 
the jubilee, Sept. 17, 1787. 

She is now in her 20th year, and continues not only a pat. 
tern of refpectable erudition, bat of every amiable accomplithe 
ment. 

Such is the charaéter of this moft extraordinary young lady, 
and fuch her valuable accomplifhments, Her genias mutt cer= 
tainly be a very fvociior one, and her application to ftudy uns 
ufually great. 

For 
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For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


Obfervations relative to Mr. Wedgwood's Philofaphical Ink 
Stands. 


YSIMACHUS of Probus has obferved, if not difcovered, 
a property in the ingenious Mr. Wedgwood’s Philofophi+ 
cal Ink Stands, which will highly benefit thofe who ufe them : 
The inftrument is not barely an ink ftand, but is alfo a baromee 
ter; for keep it about two-thirds, or three-fourths full, (it 
thould never be lefs than half fall for this purpofe) and put the 
pin of the regulating hole firmly down, and if the air is denfe, 
and confequently the weather inclinable to be fair, the ink in the 
fount will, in the courfe of two bours, be fo much depreffed by 
the preffure of the external air, that the perfon ofing it will be 
obliged to unftopthe regulating hole for a fupply for the pen 5 
on the other hand, if the air be very light, and of courfe not 
able to bear up the paffing clouds, fo that the weather becomes 
exceeding rainy, the ink will increafe in the fount fo that it 
becomes higher than the internal ink, and by moving the 
regulating pin it will abate the fount. In either of thefe cafes 
the ftand may be conftantly ufed, but it fhould not be placed, 
no more than any other barometer, too near the fire, nor in the 
fonina window. Thus by due obfervation a perfon may be in- 
formed by one of thefe inftraments of all the alterations of the 
weather, as well as if he had a barometer of five guineas price. 
There are however fome of thefe ink ftands fo very minute that 
the alterations are difficult to obferve; I therefore would recome 
mend thofe of 2s. or 2s. 6d. a piece, 














Anecdote of the late WV. W. Ryland. 


HEN, before his trial, he was in Tothill-fields Bride. 

well, he fo far conciliated the friendfhip of the Go- 

vernor, as he is called, of the prifon, that he not only had the 
liberty of the whole houfe and garden, but when the other pri- 
foners were locked up of an evening, ufed to walk out with the 
mafter of them, and fometimes range the fields to a confiderable 
diftance. His friends, anticipating the confequences of atrial, 
at this time concerted a plan by which Ryland was to effect an 
efcape in one of thefe excurfions, and which was to have beea 
executed in fuch a manner, that the indemnification of his 
guardian mutt have followed of courfe. But, probable as it ap- 
peared, when mentioned to the unfortunate man, he was fo far 
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from acceding, that he protefted, that if he was that hour to 
meet his puoifliment, he would embrace it with all its terrors, 
rather than betiay a confidence fo humanely given. He was 
deaf to remonftrance and intreaty, and ultimately preferred 
death to a breach of friendhhip. 





Anfwer, by Fidelio, of Bath, to Sciolus's Queftion, inferted 
July 20+ 

{ROM the firft equation x= 374~-y X9=1368 x sy= 

y’ from the fecond, whence by reduction 1368y x5 

yy X45yX12312=—374y", of 269y*X 1413Y 1231 2— 

Solved y= 8, and x=22. 

t*t We have received the Jike anfwer from Jofeph 

Applin, of Sturminfler Newion. 





Onfwer, by Iphiclas, of Chualeigh, te D. A. Robart’s Rebus, ine 
Siried July 27. 


SAR SIR, if we the initials join, 
D They thew us HOMER’s name, 
Wao ever will confpicuous thine 

Upon the lifts of fame. 

§t§ We have received the like anfwer from Philomyflicus, 
and Juventus, of Lifkeard ; Eliza, of St, Columb; Tyro, and 
T. Daw, of Tornes ; J. H. of Lyme; J. Whiteway, and Wil- 
liam Harris, of Dartington; S.G. Sloman, of Culiompton ; 
and a former correfpondent. 





Anfwer, by Philomathes, Mavtock, to the Charade of dug. 10% 


PENSION’s the reward of Britihh tars 
Vho’ve fpent their ftrength in labour, toil, and wars. 
t§t We have received the like anfwer from Juventus, Sap- 
fcull, W. P. Mufgrove, J. Childs, and Adolefcens, Litkeard ; 


J. Goole, of St. Breock ; D. A. Robarts, of St, Columb; Ip- 
hielus, of Chudleigh; Jj. Burnet, janior, Loftwithiel ; a for- 
mer correfpoodent ; S.G, Sloman, of Cullompton; C. C, near 


é “Sa pa : 
Taunton ; and 1, Daw, oi Totnes. 
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A CHARADE, dy P. Baftow, of Buckfaftleigh. 


Well-known pulfe my firft doth reprefent 5 
My next is found a ufeful inframent: 
My whole is numbered ’mongtt the plumy tribe, 
Which you, ingenious youths, will foon defcribe. 








4n ENIGMA, by W, Baker, of Somerton, 


NLIKE the gems from India’s mine, 
Or Ganges’ fpangled fands, 
Or ftatuary butt divine, 
Form’d by the fculptor’s hands. 


Yet in oblivion’s dark domain 
In gloomy garb I ‘ay, 

‘Till fever’d from my parent’s vein, 
And quickly borne away, 


Then to appeafe man’s wrathful ire, 
And bafe infatiare mind, 

Whole days and nights ’midft fume and fire 
Opaquely I’m confin’d. 


I well was known in Egypt’s land, 
And made the Hebrews weep, 
Ere Pharaoh and his warlike band 

Were plung’d beneath the deep, 


Or ere the fe& in Shinar’s plain 
Their wond’rous work began, 

When they beheld their Jabours vain, 
And in confufion ran. 


Ah man ! forget not this my fang, 
Nor the idea {pura ; 

Know ye, trom whence | came ere long 
You muft with me return. 


ee ee ee eee eee ee eee 
t§t The Ejay on Chriftenings we think would offend fame of 
our Readers, and therefore decline inferting it, 
2” Several pieces of postry lately received are much too inac- 
¢urate for infertions 
POETRY, 
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Extraés from Expoftulatory Odes to a great Duke anda 
little Lord [the Duke of Leeds and Lord Hawkefbury). 


By Peter Pinpvar, Ef. 


ETER founds this farcaftic addrefs to thefe noble Peers on 
a report that they have been 


Huating treafon ’midit his publications— 
Honting like blood-hounds, with the keeneft nofes, 
Which hound.like hunting naturally fappofes 
s* The bard dar’a fatirife the King of Nations.” 





«« I, Peter, perpetrate fo foul a thing ! 

+ J offer mifchief to fo good a King! 

** Now be it known to all the realms around, 

** I would not lofe my liege for twenty pound.” 


«* Pray let me laugh, my Lords; I muft, I will 
«* My Lords, my laoghing mufcles can’t lie Rill. 
> » * ~ 


** Care to our coflia adds a nail, no doubt ; 
** And every grin, fo merry, draws one out: 
** Town I like.to laugh, and hate to figh, 
** And think that rifibility was giv’a 
** For human happinefs, by gracious Heav’n, 
«« And that we came not into life to cry ; 


** 'To wear long faces, juftasif our Maker, 
«« The God of Goodnefs was an ondertaker, 
** Well pleas’d to wrap the foul’s unlacky mien 


** Jo forrow’s difmal crape or bombafine. 
Jaf 
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*¢ Juft one word more, my Lords, before we part,— 
«« Do not vow vergeance on the tuneful art ; 

* *Tis very dangerous to attack a poet—~ 

© Alfo ridiculous the end would thow it. 

«* Tho’ not to write—to read I hear you're able :— 
«s Read then, and learn inftruétion from a fable. 


a 


The PIG and MAGPIE.—d4 Fasue. 


a 


* COCKING his tail, a faucy prig, 
«« A magpie hopp’d upon a pig, 
** To pull feme hair, forfooth, to line his neft ; 
«« And with fuch eafe began the hair attack, 
«¢ As thinking the fee-fimple of the back, 
** Was by himfelf, and not the pig, poflefs’d. 


«© The boar look’d up as thunder black to Mag, 

«© Who, fquinting down on him like an arch wag, 
** Inform’d Myoheer fome briltles mutt be torn ; 

«* ‘Then bufy went to work, not nicely culling ; 

« Got a good handfome beakful by gocd pulling, 
«¢ And flew without a * Thank ye’ to his thorn. 


“* The pig fet up a difmal yelling; 
** Follow’d the robber to his dwelling, 
«© Who, like a fool, had built it midft a bramble ; 
** In manfully he failied full of might, 
** Determin’d to maintain his right, 
** And midft the buthes now began to {cramble. 


** He drove the magpie, tore his neft to rags, 
“* And, happy on the downfall, pour’d his brags : 
** But ere he from the brambles came, alack ! 
‘* His ears and eyes were miferably torn, 
*« His bleeding hide in fuch a plight forlorn, 
** He could not coust ten hairs upon his back. 





“* ‘This is a pretty tale, my Lords, and pat; 
** To folks like you, fo clever, werbum fat,” 
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SONNET TO TRANQUILLITY. 


By Miss Seward, 


YMPH of the foft blue eye and gentle mien, 
Who lov’ft to view upon the bending {pray 
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The cawing rook her nefl’s rode fabric lay, 
When curling fmoke firft climbs the blue ferene, 





Or doft thou woce the filence of the night, 
What time in grand array the flow clouds fail 
Acrofs the moon, now {pread a dufky veil, 

Now fleece-like whiten in her filver light. 


Sooth’d by thy fmile, the tempeft of the mind 
Is luli’d, ambition lies in foft repofe, 
Each thought in faireft form reflected glows : 
Thus the broad lake, unreffled by the wind, 
Befide whofe fedgy banks the halcyon flies, 
And her gay plumage in the mirror eyes. 








A VILLAGE FIRESIDE. 
{From ‘‘ The Trifler,” a Poem, lately publifhed.] 


And winter frowns in rugged tempetts drefs’d, 
When gentle ftreams no longer murm’ring flow, 
And frozen lakes their icy mirrors fhow— 
Then village ruflicks round the blazing hearth 
Confume the heavy hours in harmlefs mirth, 
And as they blithefome quaff the not-brown ale, 
Each peafant tells his coarfe unftudied tale ; 
How many a ghoft oft leaves his flinty bed, 
‘To bring down vengeance on the guilty head ; 
How often village maids have been deceiv’d 
By perjur’d man, have liften’d and believ’d ; 
‘Lill foid for wealth, or facrific’d to pride, 
Like fading lillies droop'd their heads and died ; 
Whofe ghoiis oft thine amidit the fhades of night, 
And gleam revengeful in their lovers’ fight : 
"The peafant crowd, with reverential fear, 
Repard thefe tales, and tremble while they hear ; 
In clofer circles throng around the fire, 
And dread to hear, yet timidly defire ; 
Each blait of wind that murmurs o’er the heath, 
Swift fancy paints a meflenger of death ; 
And foon as night her dewy moitture theds, t 


Wana nature pines beneath a hoary veft, 





The relic crowd afcend their homely beds, 
With heated fancies and dillempered heads. 








